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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This communication is a First Office Action Non-Final rejection on the merits. 
Claims 1-10 and 13 - 19, are currently pending and have been considered below. 

Election/Restrictions 

2. Applicant's election without traverse of claims 1-10 and 1 3 - 1 9 in the reply 
filed on January 28, 2010 is acknowledged. 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 1-10 and 13-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Hood (7,409,356) in view of Eskandari (2004/003455). 

As per claims 1 and 13, Hood discloses a profit-and-loss management 
information presentation method of presenting profit- and-loss management information 
used for profit-and-loss management in a material producing company that uses 
common main starting materials and produces various basic materials as products and 
that includes both a productive section and a sales section and is a virtual inter-organ 
organization for performing profit-and-loss management for the products by each 
product type, comprising: 



Application/Control Number: 10/587,943 Page 3 

Art Unit: 3687 

a profit-and-loss storing step of linking at least product type information and profit 
information to each other by each order of products with order record to be stored in an 
order record profit-and-loss database (fig. 3 block 316 depicts a storing step); 

an information search step of accepting specific information on the virtual inter- 
organ organization and search condition information at least including product type 
condition, and reading from the order record profit-and-loss database, at least product 
type information and profit information on an order matching the search condition 
information and on an order belonging to the virtual inter-organ organization matching 
the specific information on the virtual inter-organ organization (fig. 1 item 104 depicts a 
value analyzer calculation engine which performs search functions); 

a profit information aggregating step of sorting the product type information by 
each product type of a product type classification scale indicated in the product type 
condition and aggregating profit information corresponding to respective product 
information sorted by each product type (fig. 3 block 312 depicts a parsing engine that 
organizes results); and 

a profit-and-loss management information presentation step of presenting the 
aggregated profit information by each product type as the profit-and-loss management 
information, characterized in that the respective steps are executed by a computers (fig. 
3 block 316 depicts presenting). 
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As per claims 2 and 14, Hood discloses characterized in that the profit-and-loss 
storing step includes linking the product type information and the profit information to 
customer information by each product order to be stored in the order record profit-and- 
loss database, the information searching step includes reading the customer information 
of the order together with the product type information and the profit information, the 
profit information aggregating step includes sorting the product type information by each 
product type of a product type classification scale indicated in the product type condition 
and further sorting the product type information by each customer indicated in the 
customer information and aggregating profit information corresponding to each product 
type information sorted by each product type and each customer, and the profit-and- 
loss management information presentation step includes presenting the aggregated 
profit information by each product type and each customer as the profit-and-loss 
management information (col. 3, lines 3-20 discuss linking the process to customer 
credit). 

As per claims 3 and 15, Hood discloses the claimed invention but fails to 
explicitly disclose further comprising a profit rearranging step of rearranging the profit 
information aggregated in the profit information aggregating step in a profit ascending 
order, characterized in that the profit-and-loss management information presentation 
step further includes presenting the profit information in an order from the smallest profit 
to a predetermined rank as the profit-and-loss management information . 
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Esandari teaches a managing customer loss using a graphical user interface, 
with the feature of further comprising a profit rearranging step of rearranging the profit 
information aggregated in the profit information aggregating step in a profit ascending 
order, characterized in that the profit-and-loss management information presentation 
step further includes presenting the profit information in an order from the smallest profit 
to a predetermined rank as the profit-and-loss management information (0039] 
discusses an order of priority relative to another criterion). 

From this teaching of Eskandari, it would have been obvious to one of the 
ordinary skill of the art at the time the invention was made to modify the system and 
method of Hood to include the aggregating step in a profit of ascending order, in order 
to provide means of organization. 

As per claim 4, Hood discloses characterized in that the profit-and-loss storing 
step includes grouping a plurality of minimum product classification units of the 
individual specification size corresponding to the order, and further, linking to the order 
a product type code representing a product type grouped so as not to be treated by the 
plurality of virtual inter-organ organization and storing the product type code in the order 
record profit- and-loss database, and the information searching step includes obtaining 
with reference to the product type code, a table representing a corresponding relation 
with the virtual inter-organ organization and a product type code corresponding to 
specific information on the virtual inter-organ organization and reading at least product 
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type information and profit information of an order corresponding to the product type 
code from the order record profit-and-loss database (fig. 3 block 312 depicts a parsing 
engine that organizes results). 

As per claim 5, Hood discloses characterized in that the product type code is 
obtained by grouping a plurality of minimum product classification units of the individual 
specification size so as not to be treated by the plural virtual inter-organ organizations, 
and further, the product type code is a sales product type code including: 

a common product code representing the common product type including an 
information item related to sales management; and 

a cost management classification code including an information item where a 
cost difference is occurred, and the profit information aggregating step includes when 
the product type classification scale indicated in the product type condition corresponds 
to the common product type, using the common product type code corresponding to 
each order to perform sorting by each product type, and when the product type 
classification scale indicated in the product type condition corresponds to the sales 
product type indicated in the sales product type code, using a sales product type code 
corresponding to each order to perform sorting by each product type (col. 5, lines 5-50 
discuss classification). 
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As per claims 6 and 17, Hood discloses characterized by further comprising: 

a cost accounting step of performing cost accounting by each product type of the 
product type classification scale indicated in the product type code; 

an individual order profit-and-loss calculation step of calculating costs, sales, and 
profit by each order of a product with an order record; and 

an account information output step of outputting costs by each product type 
corresponding to the product type code calculated in the cost accounting step, as 
account information used for business accounting of the material producing company, 
characterized in that the profit-and- loss storing step includes storing the profit by each 
order calculated in the individual order profit-and-loss calculation step in the order 
record profit-and-loss database as the profit information (fig. 2 depicts calculation 
steps). 

As per claims 7 and 18, Hood discloses characterized in that the product type 
code is obtained by grouping a plurality of minimum product classification units of the 
individual specification size so as not be treated by the plural virtual inter-organ 
organizations, and further, the product type code includes the common product type 
code representing the common product type including an information item related to 
sales management and a cost management classification code including an information 
item where a cost difference is occurred, with respect to the sales plan information 
drafted by the common product type unit, by each common product type, from the sales 
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plan information database where the common product type code is assigned for 
storage, the sales plan information is read in response to a read request for the 
production plan draft, and on the basis of the sales plan information, each common 
product type is developed into the sales product type to be output in the sales plan 
information output step, the production plan information drafted by the sales product 
type classification is obtained together with raw material costs and department 
expenses corresponding to the production plan information in the production plan 
information obtaining step, on the basis of the obtained production plan information, 
cost accounting is performed by each sales product type in the cost accounting step, 
costs, sales, and profit by each order of a product with an order record are calculated in 
the individual order profit-and-loss calculation step, the costs by each product type 
corresponding to the product type code calculated in the cost accounting step are 
output to be used for business accounting of the material producing company as 
account information in the account information output step, and the profit by each order 
calculated in the individual order profit-and-loss calculation step is stored as the profit 
information in the order record profit-and-loss database in the profit-and-loss storing 
step (fig. 3 block 312 depicts a parsing engine that organizes results). 

As per claim 8, Hood discloses characterized by further comprising a profit 
planning value calculation step of calculating a profit plan value by each sales product 
type or a profit plan value by each common product type calculated from the plan value 
on the basis of the costs by each sales product type calculated in the cost accounting 
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step and sales information by each sales product type included in the sales plan 
information drafted in the sales product type classification (fig. 2 depicts profitability 
calculations at step 200). 

As per claim 9, Hood discloses characterized in that the individual order profit- 
and-loss calculation step obtains parts of order information and manufacturing 
specification information by each order, identifying on the basis of the part of the 
manufacturing specification information, at least a semi-finished product such as a slab 
or a billet that should be used and a manufacturing process that should be passed by 
each order, inputting costs of the semi-finished product calculated in the cost 
accounting step, adding to the costs, expenses generated in the respective passing 
steps for the product related to the order to calculate costs by each order, and 
calculating profit by each order on the basis of sales included in order entry information 
of the order and costs by each order calculated in the individual order profit-and-loss 
calculation step (fig. 2 depicts profitability calculations at step 200). 

As per claims 10 and 19, Hood discloses characterized by further comprising: a 
common product type determining step of obtaining order entry information of the order, 
extracting an information item related to sales management from the order entry 
information, referring to a table representing a corresponding relation between the 
information item related to the ales management and a common product type code, 
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and determining the common product type code corresponding to the extracted 
information item; a manufacturing specification determining step of obtaining order entry 
information of the order, extracting an information item related to product manufacturing 
from the order entry information, referring to a table representing a corresponding 
relation between the information item related to the product manufacturing and a 
manufacturing specification information, and determining the manufacturing 
specification information corresponding to the extracted information item; a cost 
management classification determining step of extracting an information item where a 
cost difference is occurred from the determined manufacturing specification information, 
referring to a table representing a corresponding relation between the information item 
where the cost difference is occurred and a cost management classification code, 
determining the cost management classification code corresponding to the extracted 
information item; and a sales product type determining step of determining a sales 
product type code on the basis of the determined common product type code and the 
cost management classification code (fig. 3 block 312 depicts a parsing engine that 
organizes results). 

Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Greene (US 20020082852 A1) and West (US 7587356 B2). 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to OLUSEYE IWARERE whose telephone number is 
(571 )270-51 12. The examiner can normally be reached on M-Th. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Matthew S. Gart can be reached on (571)272-3955. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Matthew S Gart/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art 

Unit 3687 

/O.I./ 

Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3687 



